: ADM NI STRATI VE DI RECTI VE : TRANSM TTAL: 90 ADM 23
DIVISION: Income
TO Conmi ssi oners of Mai nt enance
Soci al Services

DATE: July 31, 1990

SUBJECT: Food Stanps: Changes in Social Security Nunber Policy

SUGGESTED :
DISTRIBUTION. | Food Stanp Staff
I Public Assistance Staff
I Staff Devel opment Coordinators
|
|
|
|
i
CONTACT :
PERSON: I County Food Stanp Representative at 1-800-342-3715,
I extension 4-9225.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
ATTACHVENTS: I None
|
i
FI LI NG REFERENCES
Pr evi ous ! Rel eases I Dept. Regs. |Soc. Serv. | Manual Ref.]Msc. Ref
ADMs/ I NFs | Cancelled | lLaw & Ot her | :
: : I Legal Ref. | :
| | | | |
| | | | |
87 ADM 25 : 1387.8(c) 17 CFR 273.2 |FSSB :
: 1387.9(a)(5) | (d) I Sections: |
: 1387.9(a)(7) |7 CFR 273.2 |1V-G :
| v (1) (b) P () (D) (v) V-B-7.2 |
: 1387.16(c)(2)!7 CFR 273.6 |V-B-8.2 :
: 1387.16(c)(3) ! IV-B-8.3 :
| v (i) | | X-H 1 |

DSS- 296EL ( REV. 9/ 89)



Date July 31, 1990
Trans. No. 90 ADM 23 Page No. 2
l. PURPOSE

This is to informlocal districts of two changes in the Social
Security Number (SSN) policy for the Food Stanp (FS) program

A Di squalification penal ties for househol ds who refuse to
cooperate in resolving a SSN val i dation discrepancy, and

B. Procedures for applicants who refuse to apply for a SSN because
of a valid religious belief.

BACKGROUND

Previous food stanp policy in 87 ADM25 and Food Stanp Source Book
(FSSB) Section V-B-8.3 states that an individual who refuses to
cooperate in resolving an SSN validation discrepancy nust be
di squalified fromthe Food Stanp Program

Previous food stanp policy stated in FSSB V-B-7.2 requires al

household nenbers to provide or apply for an SSNin order to be
eligible to participate in the Food Stanmp Program No provisions
have existed for exenpting individuals fromthis requirement based on

religious beliefs.

USDA has recently issued a policy clarification which changes both
the penalties applicable to food stanp households that refuse to
cooperate in resolving an SSN validation discrepancy and which
exenpts applicants fromhaving to provide or apply for an SSN based
on religious beliefs.

PROGRAM | MPLI CATI ONS

A Food St anps

1. A very small nunber of households wll be subject to
di squalification for refusing to cooperate in resolving an
SSN validation di screpancy. This is because nost

di screpancies are resolvable by conpletion of an SS-5
(application for social security number).

2. A very small nunber of applicants are likely to refuse to
cooperate in providing or applying for an SSN because of a
valid religious belief.

B. Publ i ¢ Assi st ance

Public assistance regulations do not allow a waiver fromthe
requi renent to provide or apply for an SSN based on religious
beliefs. Such PA households, if otherwise FS eligible, would be
processed for food stanps as a mixed household including the
non- PA SSN religi ous objector as a food stanmp househol d nenber.
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V.

V.

REQUI RED ACTI ON

A

Food stamp households that refuse to cooperate in resolving a
Social Security Number (SSN) validation discrepancy are to have
their food stanp cases terninated. If one nenber of the
househol d refuses to cooperate in the validation process, t he
agency nust determine if there is another household nenber who
is able and is willing to cooperate in resolving the discrepancy
before terminating the househol d. Such househol ds subject to
term nation are to be issued a tinely notice of adverse action
i nform ng them that their food stanp benefits are being
termnated for refusing to cooperate in furnishing correct
infornmation to enable the agency to verify a household nmenber's
Soci al Security Nunber.

A househol d that has been terninated for failing to cooperate in
resolving an SSN validation discrepancy nay reapply for food
stanps but wll not be eligible until they cooperate in
resol ving the SSN di screpancy.

Food stamp househol d nmenbers who refuse to provide or apply for
an SSN because of a wvalid religious belief are not to be
di squalified from Food Stanp Program participation. They are to
be included as FS household nenbers if otherwise eligible.
Docurmentation nust <clearly be recorded in the case file if
househol d nenbers indicate they refuse to provide or apply for
an SSN because of a valid religious belief. Thi s docunentation
may i nclude obtaining witten or verbal confirnmation from the
religious organization the individual is a nmenber that providing
of an SSN by its nenbers is in conflict wth its religious
doctri ne.

SYSTENMS | MPLI CATI ONS

Soci al Security Nunmber Code "4 - SSN Not Applied For" is to be
entered on the WVS case record for household nenbers that refuse to
provide or apply for an SSN because of religious beliefs.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This directive is effective August 1, 1990.

Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner
Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



