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    The purpose of this release is to clarify  state  policy  regarding  the
    completion  of mental health assessments for certain Protective Services
    for Adults (PSA) clients.

    As indicated in Section IV.D  of  88  ADM-23  "Protective  Services  for
    Adults:  Serving Involuntary Clients", the State Office of Mental Health
    (OMH) has advised us that it  is  the  responsibility  of  local  mental
    health  departments to provide or to arrange for the provision of mental
    health evaluations on behalf  of  involuntary  Protective  Services  for
    Adults  (PSA)  clients  for  whom  the  district  is contemplating legal
    intervention.   Also indicated in this  section  of  the  ADM  is  OMH's
    position  that  these  evaluations  may  be  shared  with  the districts
    pursuant to Section 33.13(d) and the provisions of  Sections  41.01  and
    41.13   of   the   Mental   Hygiene   Law,    without  violating  client
    confidentiality.   Despite this policy,  in recent  weeks  a  number  of
    districts  have  contacted  the  Department  about the problems they are
    encountering in obtaining  psychiatric  evaluations  from  local  mental
    health providers on behalf of PSA clients.

    In response to these problems,  we requested OMH to clarify state policy
    on  this  issue  for  its  regional  offices  and  local  mental  health
    departments.   Attached for your information  are  copies  of  a  recent
    memorandum from Senior Deputy Commissioner Alice Lin to the OMH Regional
    Directors  on  this subject and a related memorandum from OMH's Counsel,
    which should result in  the  satisfactory  resolution  of  any  problems
    districts are having in obtaining mental health evaluations on behalf of
    PSA clients.

                                    ____________________________________
                                       Judith Berek
                                       Deputy Commissioner
                                       Division of Adult Services


