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TO Commi ssi oners of Chi Il dren
Soci al Services Servi ces
Directors of Foster Care
and Preventive Services DATE: Novenber 13, 1990
Agenci es
SUBJECT: Preventi ve Services Housi ng Services: Extension of
Sunset Date
SUGGESTED
DI STRI BUTI ON: Directors of Services

Foster Care Staff
Preventive Services Staff
Staff Devel opment Coordi nators

CONTACT PERSON: Li nda Brown, Director, Buffalo Regional Ofice, 716-
847-3145; Linda Kurtz, Director, Rochester Regional
Ofice, 716-238-8201; Jack Klunp, Director, Syracuse
Regi onal O fice, 315-428-3234; John O Connor,
Director, Al bany Regional Ofice, 518-432-2763; Fred
Cantlo, Director, Metropolitan Regional Ofice, 212-
804-1198.

ATTACHVENTS: Chapter 278, Laws of 1990; not available on-Iline.
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The purpose of this informational letter is to advise social services
districts and foster care and preventive services agencies of the
provisions of Chapter 278 of the Laws of 1990. Thi s chapter extends,
until March 31, 1993 the sunset (expiration) date for statutory
provisions regarding the preventive housing services to facilitate
returning children hone fromfoster care. Housing services include rent
subsidy, rent arrears and other assistance necessary to obtain adequate
housi ng.

Chapter 542 of the Laws of 1988 established the preventive services
housi ng subsidy program in Soci al Services Law Section 409-a(5).
This statute requires that |ocal districts provide a housing subsidy as
a preventive service whenever a social services official determ nes that
a lack of adequate housing is the prinary factor preventing the
discharge of a child or children fromfoster care. Chapter 542 al so
included in its provisions that the law would be in effect for two
years, after which the | aw woul d be deened repeal ed. Chapter 542 of the

Laws of 1990 becane effective on August 11, 1988 and the law on
preventive services housing subsidy would have expired on August 11
1990.

Chapter 278 of the Laws of 1990, however, which becanme effective on June
26, 1990, has extended the sunset date for the preventive services
housi ng subsidy program until March 31, 1993. (A copy of Chapter
278 is included as an attachnent to this release.) Social services
districts nust continue to provide preventive housing services to
eligible services recipients until that time. Regulations applicable to
the preventive services housing subsidy programare found in 18 NYCRR
423.2(b)(16). Additional instructions and guidelines for inplenmentation
of the program were pronulgated in 90 ADM 19 which renmains in effect.

Joseph Seni dei
Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Division of Famly
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