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Recently,  questions have been received about the eligibility of students in
campus  housing  who  are on meal plans which do not provide all the meals a
student will have in a month.   These meal plans either limit the number  of
meals,  or are a debit card expenditure,  which creates the potential for an
uncertain number of meals to be consumed in the meal plan.

In the past, students who were enrolled in meal plans generally received two
or  more  meals per day.   Such students were considered ineligible for food
stamps because  they  were  residents  of  an  institution.    Residents  of
institutions  are  those  individuals who are provided the majority of their
meals (over 50% of three meals daily) as part of  the  institution's  normal
service.

In  recent  years,  colleges have started offering students living in campus
housing options to participate in meal plans which provide less  than  three
meals a day.   A student who participates in a plan  providing less than the
majority of the student's monthly meals is not considered a resident  of  an
institution.   If the student also meets the eligible student criteria (FSSB
V-B-4.1) and is otherwise eligible,  the student is allowed to receive  food
stamps.

In  situations  where  the  number of meals to be consumed by the student is
unclear due to the optional nature of the meal  plan,   the  applicant  must
state the number of meals that are anticipated to be consumed on and off the
meal plan.   If the majority of meals stated are off the plan for the month,
the  student  may be considered for participation on food stamps.   In these
cases, the student/food stamp recipient should be reminded of the obligation
to report changes to the agency,  particularly with regard to changes in the
the number of meals to be consumed on the plan.
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