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Di vi sion: Commi ssioner's
Ofice

TO Local District Comm ssioners

SUBJECT: TANF State Pl an Foruns

ATTACHVENTS: None

As part of our continuing admnistrative responsibilities of the
Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanmilies (TANF) Block Grant, we are required
to resubmit our TANF State Plan to the Departnent of Health and Hunman
Services (DHHS). Qur first Plan was submitted on Cctober 16, 1996 and
acknow edged as conpl ete on Decenber 13, 1996 by DHHS. Under the federal
rul es our next submission of the TANF State Plan nmust be before Decenber 31,
1999. After that our TANF State Plan nmust be resubmitted to the Departnent
of Health and Human Services every two years.

It has also been nearly two years since the State's enactnent of the
Vel fare Reform Act of 1997. This historic legislation significantly changed
the welfare programin New York and provided us with the flexibility which
becane available under the federal Personal Responsibility and Wor k
Qpportunity Reconciliation Act.

It is with these inportant changes in mind and our need to resubmt to
DHHS our TANF State Plan that | am hol ding an open forumto listen to ideas,
suggestions and conments on welfare reformin New York. Wil e | cannot
promise that we will respond to all coments, | can pronise to read and
consider all conments, proposals and suggestions which nmay be presented.
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Three separate foruns will be held throughout New York. | invite vyou
to attend one of these foruns. | look forward to hearing fromyou and

continui ng the dialogue on welfare reform

August 17, 1999 August 20, 1999

10: 30 - 1:00 9:30 - 12:00

80 Mai den Lane 40 North Pearl Street
New Yor k, New Yor k Al bany, New Yor k

13th Floor, Training RoomA 16t h Fl oor

Conf erence Room

Sept enber 14, 1999

10: 00 - 12:30

State Ofice Building

333 East Washi ngton Street

Syracuse, New York

The main hearing room (off the Iobby and across from the
newsst and)

Pl ease confirmyour plans to attend one of these foruns by faxing your
nane, county, phone nunber and forumthat you will be attending to (518)
486- 6255, or calling nmy office at (518) 474-4152 and | eaving the sane
i nformation.

s/ bjw
Brian J. Wng




