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DATE: November 15, 2019

TO: Subscribers

SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION: Commissioners, HRA Center Directors, TA Directors,
Employment Coordinators, Staff Development Coordinators,

WMS Coordinators, Fair Hearing Officers

FROM: Jeffrey Gaskell, Deputy Commissioner
Employment and Income Support Programs

SUBJECT: Posting Requirement for Notice of Class Action Settlement for the Class Action
Lawsuit, Karamalla et. al. v. Devine (Index No. 2015-000107, Erie County)

EFFECTIVE DATE: Immediately

CONTACT PERSON: Temporary Assistance Bureau: (518) 474-9344 or:
otda.sm.cees.tabureau@otda.ny.gov

Purpose

The purpose of this GIS is to inform social services districts (districts): (1) that the Office of
Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) has reached a settlement agreement in the class
action lawsuit, Karamalla et. al. v. Devine (Index No. 2015-000107, Erie County); and, (2) of the
requirement to post the attached Notice of Class Action Settlement Concerning Denials of
Public Assistance (PA) to Persons in Temporary Protected Status (TPS).

Required Action

OTDA reached a settlement agreement in Karamalla et. al. v. Devine (Index No. 2015-000107,
Erie County), which became effective on October 18, 2019. The Plaintiff's claims focused on
certain individuals with TPS who were denied Safety Net Assistance (SNA) because of their
non-citizen status.

As a result of the settlement agreement, districts are directed to print and post the attached
notice in any and all locations in their jurisdiction where PA applications are accepted at the
district. Districts are required to print the notice on 8 %2 X 14 paper and post the English and
Spanish versions of the notice side-by-side with all language displayed. The notice must be
posted no later than December 2, 2019 and must remain posted through January 31, 2020.

Districts are not expected to answer any questions regarding the settlement agreement.
Districts should direct individuals to the plaintiff's attorney identified on the notice to answer any
guestions.

The above referenced form has been posted on the OTDA Intranet website at:
http://otda.state.nyenet/ldss eforms/default.htm and is available for downloading by districts for
reproduction locally.
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Questions concerning Web posted only forms should be directed to the Bureau of Management
Services (BMS) Document Services at: (518) 474-9522.

For any Temporary Assistance (TA) related questions, please contact the OTDA TA Bureau:
(518) 474-9344 or by email: otda.sm.cees.tabureau@otda.ny.gov.
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NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT
CONCERNING DENIALS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE (PA) TO
PERSONS IN TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS (TPS)

If you applied for Public Assistance (PA) between June 2012 and October 2016 and
were denied because of your Temporary Protected Status (TPS), you should read
this notice.

Non-citizens with TPS can now receive Safety Net Assistance (SNA) if they meet
the other eligibility rules. If you are in need of PA, you may be able to get it if you
go to your local social services district, fill out an application, and meet all the
eligibility requirements.

A settlement in a state court class action lawsuit, Karamalla et. al. v. Devine (Index
No. 2015-000107, Erie County) may affect your legal rights. The plaintiffs in
Karamalla claim that non-citizens with TPS were improperly denied SNA. The
lawyers for the plaintiffs and the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance
(OTDA) have negotiated a way for certain people who had TPS and were denied
SNA because of their status to receive a one-time payment in compensation for
being denied in the past.

The members of the plaintiff class who may receive payments under the negotiated
settlement agreement applied for SNA in New York State between June 17, 2012
and October 14, 2016 and were denied assistance because of their TPS. You can
see the entire negotiated settlement on the website of Empire Justice Center,
www.empirejustice.org.

The settlement requires that, within 240 days (about 8 months) of the court signing
the agreement, OTDA will issue to each class member who is receiving PA a single
payment that equals sixty dollars per month for each month from the date of the
original denied application between June 17, 2012 and October 14, 2016, until the
date the class member became an active PA recipient, or through August 18, 2018,
whichever is earlier.

OTDA will not share information with federal immigration authorities unless legally
required to do so.

Empire Justice Center represents the plaintiffs in this case. If you have any
questions about the lawsuit, or you are having trouble applying for PA, you can
contact us by email at PublicAssistance TPS@empirejustice.org or by telephone at
(518) 935-2695.
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NOTIFICACION DE ACUERDO EN RELACION CON LA DEMANDA
COLECTIVA RELATIVA A LA DENEGACION DE ASISTENCIA
PUBLICA (PA) A PERSONAS CON ESTADO DE PROTECCION

TEMPORAL (TPS)

Si usted solicitd Asistencia Publica (PA) entre junio del 2012 y octubre de 2016 y se le neg6
debido a su Estado de Proteccion Temporal (TPS), le sugerimos leer esta notificacion.

Las personas no ciudadanas estadounidenses que cuenten con un TPS ahora pueden recibir
Asistencia Red de Seguridad (SNA), siempre y cuando cumplan con el resto de los requisitos.
Si usted actualmente necesita Asistencia Publica (PA), podra recibirla si se dirige a la oficina
local de servicios sociales del distrito, llena una solicitud y cumple con todas las reglas de
habilitacion.

Un acuerdo acordado en un tribunal estatal en relacion con la demanda colectiva titulada,
Karamalla et. al. v. Devine (Index No. 2015-000107, Erie County), podria afectar sus derechos
legales. Los demandantes en la causa Karamalla alegan que personas con TPS fueron
indebidamente negadas la SNA. Los abogados de los demandantes y la Oficina de Asistencia
Temporal y Asistencia para Incapacitados del Estado de Nueva York (New York State Office
of Temporary and Disability Assistance - OTDA) han negociado una via para que ciertas
personas que contaban con un TPS'y a quienes se les negd SNA debido a su estado, puedan
recibir un pago Unico en compensacion por habérseles negado en el pasado.

Los miembros de la clase de demandantes que podran recibir pagos bajo el acuerdo de
conciliacién negociado solicitaron SNA en el Estado de Nueva York entre el 17 de junio de
2012 y el 14 de octubre de 2016 y se les negd debido a su estado de TPS. Puede ver el
acuerdo negociado en su totalidad en el sitio web del Centro de Justicia Imperio (Empire
Justice Center)www.empirejustice.org.

El acuerdo exige que, dentro de 240 dias (alrededor de 8 meses) posteriores a la aprobacion
del acuerdo por el tribunal, OTDA remitird a cada miembro de la clase que recibe PA, un pago
Unico equivalente a sesenta dolares por cada mes, comenzando con la fecha que
originalmente se negd la solicitud entre el 17 de junio de 2012 y el 14 de octubre de 2016,
hasta la fecha que el miembro de la clase comenzo a recibir activamente PA, o hasta el 18 de
agosto de 2018, cualquiera que sea anterior.

OTDA no compartira informacion con las autoridades federales de inmigracion a no ser que
sea legalmente obligatorio hacerlo.

El Centro de Justicia Imperio (Empire Justice Center) representa a la clase de demandantes
en esta causa. Si usted tiene preguntas sobre la demanda, o esta teniendo problemas para
solicitar PA, se puede comunicar con nosotros por correo electronico en
PublicAssistanceTPS@empirejustice.org o por teléfono al (518) 935-2695.
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