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Transmittal: 25DC052
Upstate and New York City

Date: July 30, 2025

To: Subscribers

Suggested Distribution: Commissioners, Temporary Assistance Directors, Staff
Development Coordinators, Fair Hearing Staff, DSS Attorneys

From: Valerie Figueroa, Deputy Commissioner, Employment and
Income Support Programs

Subject: Early Release of Individuals Under the Supervision of Department
of Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS)

Effective Date: Immediately

Contact Information: Temporary Assistance (TA) Bureau at: (518) 474-9344 or
tabureau@otda.ny.gov

Section 2

The purpose of this GIS is to advise social services districts (districts) that the Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS) has started releasing certain individuals
early under Section 73 of the New York State Correction Law. This law is primarily used to
address staffing shortages and public safety. Specifically, DOCCS is using this law to transition
individuals to residential treatment facilities or to the community, often with a focus on those
close to release who meet certain criteria. These individuals cannot be serving sentences for
violent felonies, sex crimes, or A-1/A-2 non-drug offenses. They must have an approved
residence outside of a shelter or Department of Social Services placement.

Individuals released under Section 73 of the New York State Correction Law are not eligible
for Public Assistance (PA) or Temporary Housing Assistance (THA) benefits until the official
date of release, as noted on their DOCCS issued paperwork .

Individuals chosen by DOCCS for early release work closely with a reentry coordinator and
should be referred to NYS Parole if they are in need of assistance.
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